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The first annual Green Product Awards spotlight eco-friendly options for inside and outside the 
sustainable home. 

 

 

 

Whirlpool 

Whirlpool. The Duet Steam Washer and Dryer use steam to tackle wrinkles, odor, and stains 
without pre-treatment. The washer penetrates stained clothes with water and detergent and then 
uses steam to deep-clean and extract stains; the steam raises water temperatures, sanitizing 
fabrics. The Energy Star-rated washer saves up to 73 percent of water and 77 percent of energy 
compared to traditional units manufactured before 2004, according to the company. In the dryer, 
a fine mist of water turns to steam to remove wrinkles and odors. Three colors are available. 
Cost: washer, $1,499-$1,599; dryer, $1,199-$1,299. 800-253-3977. www.whirlpool.com.  

 

ICI Paints 

ICI Paints. No VOCs but plenty of color choices is the promise of Freshaire Choice paint. Even 
after it's tinted to any of 66 colors, the paint remains VOC-free; it is GreenGuard Indoor Air 
Quality-certified. According to the firm, the formulation does not sacrifice quality for 



environmental performance, undergoing third-party testing for durability and offering superior 
performance for washing and stain resistance. In addition, the paint container is made from 
recycled material that can itself be recycled. The line comes in flat, eggshell, and semi-gloss 
finishes and includes drywall interior primer and ceiling paint. Cost: $35 to $38 per gallon. 866-
880-0304. www.icipaints.com.  

 

Soil Retention 

Soil Retention. A pavement system for driveways, walkways, and parking areas, Drivable Grass 
consists of tile-like, 2-foot-by-2-foot concrete squares connected into a mat by a grid system. 
Landscapers can plant grass through lattice-style holes and cracks that allow for root penetration 
through the mat into the soil, anchoring it firmly into place, the manufacturer says. The mat's 
porous nature enables moisture to filter into the underlying soil, reducing runoff while allowing 
water to be absorbed on site. "Aesthetic solutions to runoff issues are hard to find," a judge said. 
"This is an elegant solution to a common problem." Cost: $2.50 per square foot. 800-346-7995. 
www.soilretention.com.  



 

Timber Products Co 

Timber Products Co. When specified with no added urea-formaldehyde resin, the GreenT line 
of hardwood plywood meets or exceeds all federal and state requirements for formaldehyde 
emissions. Core options are MDF, veneer, and particleboard, all made with recycled wood fibers 
and produced from wood certified by the Sustainable Forestry Initiative and the Forest 
Stewardship Council. Also available are four specialty panels. Cost: varies. 800-547-9520. 
www.timberproducts.com.  



 

Carlisle 

Carlisle. FSC-certified 100 percent post-consumer reclaimed Antique Wide Plank Floors are 
reclaimed from barns, mill buildings, sheds, and other general-purpose buildings slated to be 
demolished. The customer may opt to have floors sealed with a low-VOC finish that exceeds 
state and green building guidelines; in this custom coat, an additive protects the wood against 
mold, mildew, and airborne microbes. "Beautiful and green—the new classic combination," a 
judge commented. Each wood type is available in different colors and with knots, wormholes, 
and cracks. Cost: varies. 800-595-9663. www.wideplankflooring.com.  

 

Broan-NuTone 

Broan-NuTone. "A distinct improvement in the hood fan category," is how one judge described the 
Energy Star-qualified QDE series of undercabinet range hoods. The range hoods offer a total lifetime 
energy savings of 564 kWh over comparable standard models, the company says. Two 13-watt compact 
fluorescent bulbs can last up to 10,000 hours and provide for a uniformly lit surface for cooking. The 
hoods' 280-cfm blower offers quiet operation of .9 sone at normal speed. Cost: Starts at $549. 800-558-
1711. www.broan.com. 

 
 


